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AMENDMEN TS TO THR TT ATMS! 




1-54 (cancelec^ 

55. (currently aixiended) A disengageable connector for verdcally andnorizontally 
interconnecting two individual flooring panels with identical edges tc/form a permanent or 
ten^wy laminate flooring surface on top of a support structure; [said] ihe connector comprising; 

a base havii^ a given width, [said] die base having a projection extending vertically from 
[said] the base, [said] the projection having top and bottom/poitions and consistii^ of idenrical right 
and left halves for insertion into the edges of two panemo be connected, die top portion of each 
half comprising identical extensions extending horizontally in opposite directions equal distances 
herein the combined width of the extensions is less than the width of the base, the extensions 
include at le ast one angled pordon obliquely sloped in relation to a longitudinal axis of the b ase^ and 
TOO protrusions extending vertically from [said] ihs base, [said] ihe protrusions spaced apart from 
[said] difi projection and being beared onytither side of [said] die projection beyond a lateral extent 
oithe_extensions. 



56, (currendy amended) Ihe cjonncaor according to [of] claim 55^ wherein [said] the connector 
is an elongated track 



57. (currently amendetfl^ The cormector according to [of] claim 55^ wherein the projection 
extends substantially theintire length of the connector. 
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58. (currendy amendec^) The connector according to [of] ckim Vtiierein die protrusions 
extend substantially the entire length of the connector, 

i 

59-62. (cancelled} 



63- (new) The connector according to claim 55, Ax4ierein the base further includes at least one 
recess formed between the projection and the two protrusions. 

64. (new) Hie connector according to claii^63, -herein each of the protrusions further includes 
a tapered surface. 

65. (new) Hie connector according to claim 64, wherein each of the protrusions includes 
tapered surfaces extending outwardly from a top portion of the pit^trusioiL 

66. (new) The connector acco^joing to claim 55, wherein each of the protrusions further includes 
a tapered surface. 

67. (new) The connectoryaccording to claim 66, wherein each of the protrusions includes 
tapered surfaces extending£)utwardly froma top portion of the protrusion. 
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68, (new) A disengageable conneaor for inteicoimecting two indiydual panels to form a surface 
on txjp of a support stmctuie, con^rising; 

a base having a projection extending vertically fiom the bsfee; 

the projection havii^ top and bottona portions and including identical right and left halves 
for inseition into edges of two panels to be connected, the top portion of each of the right and left 
halves cofliprising identical extensions extending horizondlly in opposite directions; and 

two protmsions extending vertically from the base, the protrusioni spaced apart from the 
projection and being located on opposite sides of theypiojecuon, and each of the protrusions further 
includes a tapered surface. 

69, (new) Hie connector according to claim 68, -vdicrein each of the protrusions includes 
tapered surfaces extending outwardly from aiop pordon of the protnasion, 

70, (new) A disengageable connectoyfor interconnecting rwo individual panels to foma a surface 
on top of a support stmcturej con^iismg; 

a base having a projection extending vertically from the base; 

the projection having top bottom portions and including identical right and left halves 
for insertion into edges of two papcls to be connected, the top portion of each of the right and left 
halves comprising identical extensions extendii^ horizontally in opposite directions; and 

two protrusions extending vertically from the base, the protrusions spaced apart fiom the 
projection and being locateaon opposite sides of the projection, wherein the base further includes 
at least one recess formed between the projecdon and the two protrusions. 
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71. (new) The connector according to claim 70, wherein the base in|zlude$ Bist and second 
recesses respectively formed between die projection and the two promisions. 

72. (new) The connector according to claim 70, wherein each of the piocnisions further includes 
a tapered surface. / 

73. (new) Hie connector according to ckim 72, wWrein each of the protmsions includes 
tapvered surfaces eictending outwardly from a top portaon of the protrusiorL, 

74. (ne^ A disengageable conneaor for intetcorwjeaixig two individual panels to form a surface 
on Top of a support structure, comprising; / 

a base having a given width, the base^iaving a projection extending vertically from the base; 

the projection having top and botDom portions and including identical right and left halves 
for insertion into edges of two panels to A>e connected, the top portion of each of the right and left 
halves comprising identical extensionsycxtending horizontally in opposite directions equal distances 
wherein the combined width of the eectensions is less than the width of the base, the extensions 
include at least one angled portion obliquely sloped in relation to a longitudinal axis of the base; and 

two protrusions extending vertically from the base, the protrusions spaced apart from the 
projection and being located ory opposite sides of the projection beyond a lateral extent of the 
extensions. 

75. (new) The coimei 
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Or accoxxJing to claim 74, wherein the connector is an elongated track 
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76. (new) The connector according to claim 74, ^w^rein the proj/ctioa e^ctenck substantially the 
entire length of the connector 

77. (ne^ TTie connector according to claim 74, herein the/protrusions extend substantiallythe 
entire length of the connector. 

78. (new) The connector according to claim 74, whereiii the base further includes at least one 
recess formed between the projection and the two protrusions. 

79. (new) The connector according to claim 78, wl^rein each of the protrusions further includes 
a tapered surface* 

80. (new) Ihe connector according to claim 79JwhcTtki each of the protrusions includes 
tapered surfaces extending outwardly from atop portion of the protrusion. 

81. (new) The cormector according to clainy 74, -wherein each of the protmsions further includes 
a tapered surface which decreases in height as if extends from a center of the base 

82. (new) Hie connector according to cMm 81, wherein each of the protrusions incbdes 
tapered surfaces extending outwardly from a/top portion of the protrusion. 
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